The Law Given To The Flesh

“So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”  Romans 8:8

     “This verse clearly reveals that the flesh cannot please God.  One day God gave the law. The law was given specifically to the flesh. The law was not given to the spirit. Why then did God give the law when He knew the flesh was fallen and could not keep it?  God gave the law as a child-conductor, or escort, to lead us to Christ (Gal. 3:24).  How does the law lead us to Christ?  The good flesh in man wants to keep the law in order to be a proper person.  But even through it has a good intention, it is independent from God.  It is seeking to keep the law on its own.  Of course, it fails.  And when it fails, it wants to pick itself up again.  It wants to try again to measure up to the standard of the law.  The flesh likes the law.  It really wants to keep it.  But it can only come up with repeated failure in its relationship with the law. Thus, the law was given to the good flesh in order to tire it out, discourage it, depress it, and defeat it.  It was given to convince us that there is no hope in the realm of the flesh.  The very giving up of the flesh in discouragement is what God uses to lead us to Christ.  

     The flesh as a source is without life and life-supply.  The spirit as a source is life, because Christ Himself lives there (Rom. 8:10).  The law was never given to the spirit, because the law could not give life.  It could only state facts and leave you to yourself.  Whenever we are under the demand of the law, feeling driven and compelled to try to attain to something, we are totally in the realm of the flesh.  

     The law was given to our flesh to wear us out, to convince us that we need Another Life.  We need another (life) source.  We need to go to another Person—‘Who will deliver me from this body of death?’  (Rom. 7:24).  God’s way of deliverance out of the flesh-law syndrome is to graft us into Another Life.  He joins us to Christ in spirit so that we are one with Him to share and participate in all that He is and does.  This joining to be one spirit with Him produces our new ‘I.’   This is an organic ‘I’ in which one being shares the life of another.  This ‘I’ is in resurrection with the One who has lived the life we need to live.  And this ‘I’ is now resident within our spirit transmitting that life to us.  Now our part is to merge with and participate in Him.”    
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